
Intercultural Theatre Institute, Emily Hill, 11 Upper Wilkie Road. Singapore 228120 T: +(65) 6338 5133 E: admin@iti.edu.sg

InTERcUlTURal THEaTRE InSTITUTE

THE fIRST STUdEnT REvolvIng loan fUnd foR acToRS



The Möbius fund is a unique, dedicated initiative to provide support for financially in-need actor students at 
Intercultural Theatre Institute (ITI). 

Widely regarded as a peak-level theatre training programme, ITI has attracted international recognition of the 
highest order – from well-known artists, respected educators to master teachers in the performing arts. 

The industry’s most illustrious names such as Prof Richard Schechner (Tisch School of the arts, new York 
University), Prof anuradha Kapur (former director, national School of drama, India), John clark (former 
director, national Institute of dramatic art, australia), Kutiyattam master gopalan venu and noh master Kanze 
Yoshimasa have endorsed, taught at and highly recommended ITI. 

our talented students are selected only after rigorous auditions and interviews, however, many of them face 
challenges affording fees and living expenses in Singapore — the most expensive city to live in globally*.

Students from developing economies, those already working as actors or others running their own non-profit 
theatre companies, are particularly hard-pressed financially. Many, whether from Singapore or overseas, depend 
heavily on scholarships, bursaries and loans to be able to see through their 3-year, full-time training at ITI. The 
challenge is especially hard, given that it is near-impossible for most of them to secure a bank loan for such 
specialised training.

The aim of the Möbius fund is to ensure that talented young actors can avail themselves of ITI’s training without 
being barred by their financial challenges. acting as a revolving fund, it will re-inject capital back into the fund 
pool, as and when students graduate and pay back their loan – in the process paying it forward for others to gain 
specialised, intercultural theatre training.

First student revolving
loan fund for actor training

*Worldwide Cost of Living Survey. Economist 
Intelligence Unit, 2014–2017.



PurPose
a dedicated fund to provide financial assistance for 
students enrolled at ITI, in the form of a loan to help cover 
their course fees and/or living expenses. as students repay 
their loans, the funds go on to help other needy students.

BeneFiciaries
Each student needs S$18,000* a year in course fees for the 
3-year, full-time diploma in Intercultural Theatre (acting) 
Programme. They need a further S$300 - S$750 a month 
to cover living expenses - accommodation, insurance, food, 
transport, etc. 

Students in need of financial assistance can apply for a loan 
from the fund to help pay their fees and/or living expenses. 

Fund size 
When it reaches the target capital of S$2.8 million, the 
fund will provide ongoing benefits for up to 30 students 
from 3 cohorts. The coverage of the fund is dependent 
upon whether students require funding for fees and/or living 
expenses.  

rePayment 
Upon graduation, the fund’s beneficiaries will begin to 
repay their loans. 

The fund has a fixed interest rate of 3% p.a.** that will 
apply from the second year after they graduate. Interest is 
waived for the time the students are undergoing (3-year) 
training at ITI and for 1 year after their graduation. 3% 
interest is applied on the balance of the loan amount after 
the 1-year post-graduate period.

Students have up to 10 years to fully repay their loans. 
The longer repayment period takes into consideration the 
average earnings of actors in asia, as well as currency 
exchange strength against the Singapore dollar.
These repayments ensure that the fund capital can be 
replenished. 

Just as important, this obligation builds responsibility and 
cultivates strong bonds amongst the students, as their 
repayments are in turn used to enable other new students to 
benefit from the training and experience they received.

management
applications for the fund will be assessed by the Student 
financial assistance Panel, who will also administer it. as 
an IPc, ITI is managed in accordance with rigorous rules of 
governance. 

rePorts
an annual report will be sent to donors. 
Updates on ITI alumni are also available online at iti.edu.sg

requests
for contributors to support the students by donating to the 
Möbius fund. Individuals can make a one-off donation or
pledge a annual donation.  

companies can engage with the Möbius fund in a number 
of ways including: 

•	 adopt the Möbius fund as part of the cSR 
programme 

•	 Match staff donations to the fund
•	 Employee engagement programmes to raise funds 
•	 Make the Möbius fund the beneficiary of a corporate 

event or to celebrate an anniversary 

recognition 

all donations are eligible for 250% tax exemption.

The government will match donations 1:1, through the 
cultural Matching fund. 

Unless otherwise advised, all donors will be listed in ITI’s 
publicity materials, in grateful acknowledgement of the 
support. There are also naming opportunities for memorial 
gifts and bequests. Please contact us directly to discuss.

suPPort
donations can be made to “Intercultural Theatre Institute 
limited”, via:

•	 cheque sent to: Intercultural Theatre Institute ltd, Emily 
Hill, 11 Upper Wilkie Road, Singapore 228120.  Please 
write on the back of the cheque “Möbius fund”, and 
include your contact details so that we can process your 
tax exemption receipt.  

•	 oR a bank transfer to: 

Bank: United overseas Bank
Branch: Rochor
address: 149 Rochor Road #01-26, fu lu Shou 
complex, Singapore 188425
Bank account no: 354-302-123-5
SWIfT code: UovBSgSg

•	 oR if you wish to make your gift online, you can do so 
through these channels:  

- giving.sg: giving.sg/intercultural-theatre-institute-ltd/
mobius_fund

- give.asia: https://give.asia/story/mobius_fund

- ammado: www.ammado.com/community/mobius 
fund

- Benevity: causes.benevity.org/causes/702-
200818680E/project/3cB2cYJZ5H

contact
for more information or if you have any queries,  
please feel free to contact:  

Josephine tan 
director of development 
+65 9827 4892 
josephine@iti.edu.sg



Beneficiaries

Wendy Zhuo, a first-year student had to give up acting studies 

as a 19-year-old when her self-funded education monies ran 

out. Then, she joined the workforce to contribute to her family. 

But the pursuit of training became more urgent for her when 

she rekindled her artistic involvement with playback theatre 

some years back. But a mid-career switch back to full-time 

training means a great opportunity cost.

Your support of the Möbius fund will help students like Wendy 

to complete their training.

Second-year student lakshmana KP is from Karnataka in 

Southwest India. His first encounters of song, literature and 

theatre were in his village, as he was growing up. Since then, 

he has had the opportunity to work in professional theatre, 

exploring theatre-in-education with children and young adults. 

His next step to pursue further training in Singapore is with the 

aim towards future, better work – but it has been a financial 

strain, especially given the comparative high cost of living here.

Lakshmana KP, 
indian

Wendy zhuo,
singaporean

the möbius Fund is open to all students of the intercultural theatre institute. Beneficiaries include:




